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* On Sept. 20, the Nicaraguan government announced that an order had been released late Sept.
19 for the immediate reopening of the opposition newspaper, LA PRENSA. "We'll be on the streets
by Oct. 1," Violeta Chamorro, co-owner of the newspaper, said on the government radio station
VOZ DE NICARAGUA. In a separate statement reported by Reuters, she said that "technical
difficulties" were the cause of the delay, but that President Ortega had promised "to help in all
our needs." A Nicaraguan government communique released in San Jose, Costa Rica, said the
newspaper was being allowed to reopen "without any other restrictions than those imposed by
the responsible exercise of journalism." Under the terms of the peace accord, Nicaragua was not
required to permit the reopening of the newspaper until Nov. 7. This would be followed by a
relaxation of the wartime emergency measures. Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto
Brockman said in San Jose that "in spite of the fact that there is still a state of emergency, in spite
of the fact that the Reagan administration is still waging war through its mercenaries, we are
moving ahead and doing a series of things, among which is allowing LA PRENSA to reopen."
Carlos Hollman, a partner in the newspaper, said permission to reopen resulted from a meeting
Sept. 19 of President Ortega, Mrs. Chamorro and Agrarian Reform Minister Jaime Wheelock
Roman at Mrs. Chamorro's home in Managua. LA PRENSA was closed a day after the US House
of Representatives approved $100 million in contra aid. The government had closed the newspaper
twice before and it missed publication 35 times due to censorship. Ortega and other Sandinista
leaders have accused LA PRENSA of being a tool of the US and specifically of the CIA. LA PRENSA
supported the revolution that overthrew Somoza in 1979. The assassination of Mrs. Chamorro's
husband, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Sr., then-publisher of the paper and one of Somoza's strongest
critics, was a turning point in the war. Sept. 21: Some of the 230 people who worked at LA PRENSA
before it was closed have left Nicaragua and now publicly support the contras. Among the editors
and contributors who remain are some of the most outspoken anti-Sandinista ideologues in
Nicaragua. Mrs. Chamorro said Monday she did not know how Ortega would react to attacks on
his government published in LA PRENSA. In Lima, president of the Interamerican Press Society
(SIP), Alejandro Miro Quesada, praised the Nicaraguan government for reopening LA PRENSA. He
said he had sent a telex to Chamorro expressing his congratulations. Miro Quesada, editor of the
Lima daily newspaper EL COMERCIO, made these statements during a speech at the inauguration
of a seminar on journalism in the Peruvian capital. Mrs. Chamorro told the Associated Press she
arrived at her office early on Monday, and had received numerous telephone calls from throughout
the world. After the shutdown, the newspaper maintained 50 of its former employees by selling
vehicles and equipment. The remaining employees were busy Monday with cleaning, reconnecting
telephones, and trying to locate former colleagues. The reopening of the newspaper was also
welcomed by the Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN). PSN secretary general Gustavo Tablada told
AP, "We hope that this is a positive step toward the peace of Esquipulas II." * Sept. 22: President
Daniel Ortega lifted a ban on Radio Catolica that has kept the station off the air for 21 months. He
also announced that the Sandinista government was preparing to declare a unilateral cease-fire
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in certain parts of Nicaragua. It was not clear what conditions would be imposed on US-backed
contras in zones where the government declared a cease-fire. The announcement marked the first
time the government has agreed to a cease-fire with the contras, except for small-scale experiments
in the lightly populated Atlantic Coast region. The radio station was ordered shut after it failed to
join a national network broadcasting Ortega's year-end speech in late December 1985. This incident
was one of a series of similar infractions. Later, its director, the Rev. Bismarck Carballo, was denied
permission to reenter the country after a trip abroad. Earlier this month, Ortega announced he
would allow Carballo to end his exile, and he has returned to Managua, where he is expected to
resume his position at the reopened radio station. Ortega said he hoped combat could soon be
halted in some parts of Nicaragua. "If we decree a cease-fire in a particular zone and determine how
many square kilometers it covers, at the same time we will announce that we are concentrating our
troops at a specific point in that zone," he said. "It would mean that we are halting our offensive
military actions." Ortega called the announcement "a concrete step toward a cease-fire, toward
the moment when the whole country can be covered by a cease-fire." Ortega said he hoped that
the National Reconciliation Commission, which is charged with overseeing compliance with the
peace accord, would take advantage of the cease-fire to try to convince contra foot soldiers and
field commanders to accept amnesty. "The government of Nicaragua would like the National
Reconciliation Commission to undertake a series of steps and efforts which, although not specified
in the Guatemala accords, are not prohibited," he said. Aristides Sanchez, a senior contra leader,
said after the announcements in Managua that the offer of a cease-fire was "a Sandinista publicity
stunt." "They are seeking political impact abroad and military advantage inside the country,"
Sanchez said in a telephone interview with the NEW YORK TIMES from Miami. "A cease-fire
cannot be unilateral. It has to be negotiated by the parties in conflict, either directly or indirectly."
Sanchez did not rule out the possibility that the contras might abide by a government cease-fire.
The White House indicated it was opposed to the idea of a cease-fire declared unilaterally by the
Sandinistas. Speaking to reporters, a senior Reagan administration official said the US position
was that "a unilateral cease-fire is not worth anything." To gain US support, a cease-fire would
have to be negotiated with the contras and allow them to maintain their weapons and positions
inside Nicaragua until the cease-fire ends. Otherwise, the official asserted, "it's not a cease-fire
it's a surrender." Under an unnegotiated, unilateral cease-fire, the senior official asked, "who will
verify that the Sandinistas are not moving their forces so as to surround the resistance forces, and
then declare the unilateral cease-fire to be at an end a few weeks later and slaughter them?" and
in an interview this evening the Costa Rican President Arias, said he agreed with that position.
On Tuesday evening in Washington, reacting to the Nicaraguan cease-fire announcement, Costa
Rican President Oscar Arias said the Sandinista proposal "could be interpreted as a propaganda
move." Arias said, "A cease-fire has to be negotiated and accepted by both parties. This is very
evident." (Basic data from AP, PRENSA LATINA, REUTERS, NEW YORK TIMES)
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